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UNCLAS EC BRUSSELS 0834 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TECH 

SUBJECT: NUCLEAR REACTORS 

1. MISSION HEARD ON MORNING BROADCAST TODAY BY AFN AND BBC 

OF NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION ACTION REQUIRING NEW SHUT DOWN 
OF US NUCLEAR POWER REACTORS FOR INSPECTION OF CRACKS IN PIPES. 

ONCE AGAIN WE URGE PRIOR NOTIFICATION OF THIS TYPE ACTION TO US 
MISSIONS AND INTERESTED FOREIGN GOVERNMENT GROUPS. ALSO 
SUGGEST PRESS ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTAIN ENOUGHT EXPLANATION TO TRY 
AND AVOID OVERREACTION BY FOREIGN PRESS. THIS UNFAVORABLE 
PUBLICITY WORKS AGAINST US MARKETING OF POWER REACTORS AND 
IEA OBJECTIVE OF ENCOURAGING NUCLEAR POWER AS ONE OF THE 
SUBSTITUTES FOR PETROLEUM. 

2. REQUEST EXPLANATION ASAP THE BASIS FOR LATEST REQUIREMENT 
TO SHUT DOWN REACTORS TO INSPECT CRACKS IN ORDER TO ANSWER 
ANTICIPATED QUESTIONS.GREENWALD 
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